PAGE  

family matinees: Great adaptations

May 21–July 3, 2011

SPECIAL PREVIEW SCREENING
JUDY MOODY and the not bummer summer
Saturday, May 21, 1:00 p.m.
With author Megan McDonald, stars Jordana Beatty and Parris Mosteller
2011, 88 mins. DCP Projection courtesy of Relativity Media.
Directed by John Schultz. Written by Kathy Waugh and Megan McDonald, based on the series by Megan McDonald. Produced by Gary Magness and Sarah Siegel-Magness. Edited by John Pace. Photographed by Shaun Maurer. Production design by Cynthia Kay Charette. Costume design by Mary Jane Fort. 

Principal cast: Jordana Beatty (as Judy Moody), Parris Mosteller (as Stink), and Heather Graham (Aunt Opal).
Megan McDonald (Author & Screenwriter) has written more than 60 books for children and young readers, including the Judy Moody series of novels. These worldwide bestsellers have won numerous awards ranging from Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year, an International Reading Association Children’s Choice Award, and the first-ever Beverly Cleary Children’s Choice Award. McDonald has a B.A. in English from Oberlin College and a master’s degree in library science from the University of Pittsburgh. 

Jordana Beatty (Judy Moody) made her feature film debut in Bryan Singer’s Superman Returns. She has been cast in the title role in the upcoming family film Eloise in Paris, opposite Uma Thurman, which is in development at Handmade Films.  Beatty began her career doing national commercials in her native Australia before expanding to television with guest appearances on such series as Legend of the Seeker and All Saints. During her spare time, Beatty enjoys singing, playing with friends, traveling, collecting American Girl dolls and showcasing her dancing talents as a member of the Australian Ballet junior program.

Parris Mosteller (Stink) was a regular on the CBS television series Worst Week. His older brother is the actor Ty Panitz, who plays a recurring character on Bones. When not working, Mosteller enjoys outdoor activities such as body surfing, cycling, football, skiing, surfing and swimming.
 “‘Judy Moody’: Search for Bigfoot to hit the big screen” by Maria Puente, USA Today, March 3, 2011:
At the movies, you just can’t go wrong with Bigfoot, as Judy Moody will find out in Judy Moody and the NOT Bummer Summer.

Based on Megan McDonald’s award-winning Judy Moody books, wildly popular with the under-12 set (13 million in print since 2000), the movie aims to marshal McDonald’s army of fans to storm theaters when it comes out June 10.

Judy is the quirky, moody little heroine (Jordana Beatty of Superman Returns), whose big-screen adventure includes pesky little brother Stink (Parris Mosteller) as they embark on a quest for ... well, you-know-who—that big hairy guy. This happens when Judy’s elaborate plans for the best summer ever go awry, as they often do for the third-grader. Even worse, Aunt Awful (actually Aunt Opal, played by Heather Graham) is coming to stay.

“We’ve created a brand-new adventure (for the movie). It’s not specifically from one book, but there are lots of familiar elements from Judy’s world,” says McDonald, who co-wrote the screenplay. “There are car chases, a roller coaster, the search for Bigfoot and even a dash of zombies. Aunt Awful turns out to be wonderful and creative and kooky.”
In Judy’s world, kooky is good, and hugely appealing to girls, boys and their parents, says co-producer Sarah Siegel-Magness, who says the books are required reading for moms like her, and produced the film with husband Gary Magness. 

Judy “is relatable,” says Siegel-Magness. Never mind Harry Potter-style sorcery and magic: “What I love about her is that she’s a girl that any girl in America can aspire to. ... She takes everyday scenarios and turns them into something magical, and I’m hoping other mothers will feel the same way.”
So she and director John Schultz (Aliens in the Attic, Like Mike) aimed to reproduce the books as much as possible. “We wanted a cast who looked like the illustrations and we designed the set based on the illustrations,” says Schultz. “Even her (eccentric) fashion sense all comes straight from the book.”
Beatty, an Australian, also was chosen with the books in mind. “I wanted a fresh face, someone who is not yet established, a young girl with a twinkle in her eye, and I saw all that in Jordana,” Siegel-Magness says.
Schultz describes himself as a 12-year-old at heart, but he didn’t know the books (his daughter is only a few months old). “But as soon as you mention her (to friends), everybody’s eyes light up,” he says. When he got the job, he went to a bookstore and asked the clerk if he had any Judy Moody books. “And he says, uh, yeah, and he points to a wall — and it’s all Judy Moody books.”
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