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OUT OF THE PAST
Friday, February 18, 7:00 p.m.

1947, 97 mins. 
Restored 35mm print courtesy the Library of Congress
Directed by Jacques Tourneur. Written by Geoffrey Homes. Produced by Warren Duff. Photographed by Nicholas Musuraca. Edited by Samuel E. Beetley. Production design by Albert S. D’Agostino and Jack Okey. Music by Roy Webb.

Principal cast: Robert Mitchum (as Jeff), Jane Greer (Kathie), Kirk Douglas (Whit), Rhonda Fleming (Meta Carson), Richard Webb (Jim), Steve Brodie (Fisher), Virginia Huston (Ann), Paul Valentine (Joe), Dickie Moore (The Kid), Ken Niles (Eels). 

Kent Jones, The Village Voice, March 4, 1997:
Jacques Tourneur's quietist Out of the Past represents the film noir high end—as compared to the pulpy inventions of Edgar C. Ulmer's low-end Detour. Distinguished by Tourneur's masterful, eerie control of surfaces (dialogue recorded at a customarily low level while visuals glide forward with otherwordly grace) as well as a jokey hard-boiled argot ("Well, I really hadn't ought"),Out of the Past is well worth a look in the new restored print.
The movie isn't so much keyed to Robert Mitchum's hunky somnambulism as it is in full accord with it. Dick Powell was originally to appear and Bogart desperately wanted the part, but Tourneur lucked out with Mitchum, whose weary remove was more on his wavelength. The plot is rife with double-crossing machinations perpetrated on Mitchum's Jeff by a decidedly ungangsterish Kirk Douglas and perhaps the most stunning femme fatale in movies, sultry, full-lipped lane Creer. Once Creer's Kathie walks into the Mexican cantina where Mitchum has tracked her (after she's pumped Douglas full of holes and made off with his $40,000), all bets are off for Jeff-and the audience.

Out of the Past lays to rest the notion that noir was strictly a matter of rain-soaked streets and shafts of light flooding through venetian blinds, since its most striking sequences take place in a lake region under California sunshine, shot with unsurpassed delicacy by Nicolas Musuraca. A genuine directorial triumph, Out of the Past has one of the bleakest endings of any Hollywood film of the period: tune out Roy Webb's syrupy musical assault and you'll experience Tourneur's subtle and haunting delicacy in full flower.
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